
The best bars are the ones that are
hardest h find - and Melbourne's
CBD specialises in them. Here s 15

you didn't know about.
D0UBLE HAPPII,IESS
21 Liverpool Street.Tel:9650 4488

Relying on a dash offeng shui
and a whole lot of Chinese
superstitions, Double Happiness
combines Chinese pop-culture,
reto-communist icons and
traditional herbal remedies
(responsibly offering hangover
cures). Sample the beverage
eouivalent oflum cha with
steamer baskets of shots -
possibly plum wine, apple
liqueur and squishycoconut. The
propaganda cocktails may also
infl uence your palate; try the
"Great Leap Forward" or
"Dictatorship of the Proletariat".
This is a bar you can make your
onm and manyregulars dowith
the bottle-keep service.

Michelle Matthews

DING DOI'IG I.OUNGE
18 Maftet Lane.Tel: 9662 1020

Fewbars sport alegitimate New
York pedigree but the Ding Dong
Lounge is the real deal, sister
venue to the original rock lair on
Columbus Avenue. Rediscovering
rock in this pop, trance, dance era
is an unexpected comfort and the
Ding Dong Lounge certainly
c:..-rcles a rel.treo "il'-s all about the
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23 Mevers Place.Tel: 9654 0500
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the stairs and descend steep\'tr
discover a soacious basement
transformation. The interior fit-
out has obvious oriental
blluences, with clel'er use of
mirrors, discreet donnlighri.ng
and candles at evervtable. Then
is a calming Zen-like qual.in'to
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